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RESOLUTION 2009-06-309 

ADOPTING FINDINGS OF FACTS 

SUPPORTING WATER MORATORIUM ORDINANCE 

No. 2009-05-836 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council for White Salmon, Washington approved Water Moratorium 

Ordinance No. 2009-05-836 on May 20, 2009 by a vote of 4 aye, 1 nay; and 

 

WHEREAS, RCW 35.63.200 requires a City to conduct a public hearing and adopt Findings of 

Fact justifying its action within 60 days; and  

 

WHEREAS, Water Moratorium Ordinance No. 2009-05-836 sets forth that a public hearing shall 

be conducted on June 17, 2009, and, as scheduled, a public hearing was opened at a regular public 

meeting on that date and the public and staff gave testimony concerning the water moratorium; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of White Salmon, Washington, does hereby 

resolve as follows: 

 

The City Council of the City of White Salmon adopts the following findings of fact: 

1. On or about May 6, 2009, the Washington State Department of Health (“DOH”) and 

Washington State Department of Ecology issued a letter to the City clarifying that no 

more water connections would be allowed within the City or its service district.  A 

copy of the letter is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; 

2. A subsequent email from DOH engineer Andy Cervantes dated June 12, 2009 

observed:  “In looking at the information provided to our office with the recent source 
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production data, existing water rights, and the information on the Water Facilities 

Inventory - The City of White Salmon's limiting factor for growth is the annual 

volume limit (Qa) of the existing water right.  The ability to add new connections is not 

there based on the information provided to our office. 

Currently, our office shows the total number of existing connections equals the total 

number of approved connections.  It appears the city has very little flexibility to add 

any new connections based on the data provided.”  A copy of the email is attached 

hereto as Exhibit “B”; 

3. The City has no formal water moratorium currently in effect; 

4. The City has been keeping an informal “waiting list” for potential water customers 

without any ordinance legislating how the “waiting list” is to be implemented; 

5. The City’s wells have provided an inadequate supply to the City for its existing 

connections; 

6. Adding more water connections would further stress the City’s water supply and 

further impair the City’s ability to meet current customer’s water needs; 

7. The City has Department of Health approval to construct facilities to increase the 

City’s water supply by providing access to Buck Creek surface water.  Construction 

and testing is expected to take approximately six months; 

8. The City further needs time to secure water rights; 

9. There is a significant demand for new water connections to allow property 

development within the City and its water service area; 

10. The City may allow water connections along State Highway 14 without impacting the 

City’s water supply, provided the new connections are serviced by water from the City 

of Bingen, and development in this area is in the public’s best interest since it may lead 

to job creation; 

11. The Water Moratorium Ordinance will provide the City time to do the following: 
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a. Pass legislation to govern the implementation of the “waiting list” for potential 

water connections; 

b. Construct the slow sand filtration and reservoir project on Buck Creek; 

c. Secure additional water rights. 

12. Without a Moratorium, the City may be subject to a citizen mandamus to continuing 

to issue water connections when no such connections are allowed by the State. 

 

Passed by a vote of 3 aye, 1 abstain at the regular city council meeting of June 17, 2009. 

 
_____________________________  _________________________ 
David Poucher    Lori Kreps 
Mayor of White Salmon   Clerk Treasurer 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:  
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kenneth B. Woodrich 
City Attorney 
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